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Miami Township Liable for $45 Million for Ohio Man's
Wrongtul Imprisonment (2022)
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The Columbus Dispatch Litigation
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? Wrongfully Convicted Ohio Man’s $45 Million Verdict
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Miami Township Liable for $45 Million for

Ohio Man's Wrongful Impri

Claims

42 U.S.C. 1983 claims against Detective
Moore for suppression of exculpatory
evidence and suggestive identification

Miami Township Liable
Detective Moore's actions were found to

have occurred in his official capacityas
an employee of MiamiTownship

Allegations Against Detective Moore
Photo of Gillispie was larger and
different background color
Filler photos were ofpolice officers
with darker skin that could have
been seen victims at police station
Told the victims he had identified a
potential suspect
Pressured the victim that she
needed to be 100% positive
Failed to adequatelyrecord the
identification process
Told the victims that theyselected
the same individual, increasing
confidence at trial
Told victims that Gillispie mayhave
changed his appearance

sonment (2022)
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Nuclear Verdict

Anuclear verdict
1s a jury award
that 1s
exceptionally
high, exceeding
$10 million.
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National Trend

e In 2023 alOne, ovVer 27 Figure 2: Number of Reported Nuclear Verdicts, 2013 - 2022
cases reached verdicts
ofover $100 million.

e In 2024 ,the number of
nuclear verdicts rose to
135,a 52% mcrease
over 2023.

e The total sum ofthe
2024 verdicts was $31.3
billion, a 116% jump
from 2023
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2024 CORPORATE NUCLEAR VERDICTS BY STATE

HUMBER OF
VERDICTS

STATE SUM OF YERDICTS TOP SECTOR

Mevada . B.549 830, Beverapes
Calformia 3 B89, ] 7 Mowies & Entertainment
Pernsyhania T | ) ¥ Fertilizers & Aprcultural Chemicals

Technology Hardware, Starage &
Permpherals

Tz
Mew Yark ' 1,04 : Construction & Engineering
MiEssouri 2 1,15 , L Headth Care Equipment
Dhelaware : ] 0d & Gas
Louisiana 3 40, 104,00 2 Lifie & Health Irsurance

lllinois 654 000, 000,00 Internet Software & Services

Flarida 538121 55025 ] Hetels, Restaurants & Leisure

Mlassschusetts 26 Health Care Equipment
Washington F A Freipht & Logistics
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Maryland | | Pharmaceuticals

Mew Jersey 292, ] Pharmzaceuticals
Kentucky 17R0EZ 271 Insurance
Alzhama | Trucking
Wirgmia 1 1 1 Systems Software
Geargia E | Trucking

Calorado 01,00 1 Automobiles

140000 030,00 Inteprated Tel=communication
ST Services

Arizona

Arkarsas 101.218,68000 Hypermariests & Super Centers
Hawaii 9 0, 000000 Tohacco
Indiana Automobiles
Sawth Caralina 000000 Pharmaceuticals
Cannecticut ] Canstruction Materials
Ohaa A0,014,530.00 Ao Componerits
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Mew Mexica 5 31.000,000.80 Hestawrants

Marathon Strategies, Corporate Verdicts Go Thermonuclear, 2025 Edition

2024 Corporate
Nuclear Verdicts

Largest verdicts were
rendered in negligence and
products labilitycases

55 sectors were affected by
nuclear verdicts in 2024,
compared to only48 in 2023
77 courts rendered nuclear
verdicts against companies
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Tcxas Federal Jury Awards Former Police
Captain $21.35MFor Retaliatory Termination

Bevill v. City of Quitman (2025)

FACTS

Plamtiffterminated for filing an
Affidavit on behalfofa friend
After termination, Plamtiffwas
arrested for Aggravated Perjury
Plaintiffwas in jail fora dayand
then released on bond
Plamtiffsued City employees
and City forretaliatory
termination pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 1983

HOLDING

The Court determined that the
Mayor (a defendant) was the final
policymaker for the City of Quitman
regarding personneldecisions,
making the City liable for Plaintiff’s
retaliatory termination.

DAMAGES AWARD

The Court found that the jury’s $18
million compensatoryand $3.35
million punitive damages awards
were supported byevidence, given
the widespread public corruption
and Plaintiff’s loss ofcareer,
reputation, and temporary freedom.
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Kentucky Trend

2010-2015 2016 -2020 2021 -2025

Average Plaintiff Average Plamtift Average Plaintiff
Verdict Verdict Verdict
82,364, 647 $5,089,033 $7, 985, 650
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2024 Kentucky Statistics

In 2024, Kentucky had This placed Kentucky as
two insurance cases that 16t in the nation based
resulted in nuclear on the summation of

verdicts ofa totalaward corporate nuclear verdict
of$178, 082,371 awards for the year
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Kentucky Cases

2024

 Warner v. Midnight Recoveryet al
(Jefferson County)

Verdict: $163, 973, 760 for plaintiff

* Baird v. CSX(Jefferson County)
Verdict: $14, 182, 371 for plaintiff
* Qualls v. The Lantern at Morning Pointe
(Greenup County)
Verdict: $21, 942, 146 for plaintiff




Warner v. Midnight Recovery et al
Jefterson County, 2024

FACTS DAMAGES SOUGHT

Defendant, tow-truck driver, rear- Plamtiffincurred medical bills of
ended the Plaintiffat a high speed $3,177,836
The accident caused an injury to Future medical bill estimate was
Plamtiff’s C4-6 disc, resulting in her $15,497,054
being quadriplegic Plaintiff sought $4,298,880 for
Plamtiffa negligence suit against permanent impairment
the two-truck driver, the employer, Plaintiffsought $30,000,000 for
and GEICO, the employer’s insurer past pain and suffering
AND $111,000,000 for future pain
and suffering
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Warner v. Midnight Recovery et al

Jury Award:
$ 163,973, 760

The fullmeasure of Plaintiff’s damages were assessed
jointly and severallyagamst the driver, employer, and the
INSUTET.
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Baird v. CSXTransportation, Inc.

Jefterson County, 2024

FACTS

Plamtiff was injured while
performing maintenance work for
CSX

Plamtiffsued CSXfornegligence
clamingthat there was an unsafe
work environment

HOLDING

The court upheld the jury’s finding
that there was sufficient evidence to

award the Plamtiff future medical
damages

AWARD
$17 million less Plaintiff’s

comparative fault (new total=$14,

182,371)
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Qualls v. The Lantern at Morning Pointe
Greenup County, 2024

FACTS
Plamtiffwas an elderlyman living Damages Sought
in a residential memorycare Pain and suffering for personal
facility (defendant) njury
Plaintifffell on numerous Funeral bill of$14,146
occasions throughout his first Lost wags of$168,000
week in the care facility. AWARD
He was tended to immediately $21,942,146 ($16.6 million in punitive
after each fall, but not monitored damages, $5.16 million for pain and
afterwards suffering)
Plamtiffdied ofa herniated
hematoma
Sued defendant for negligence
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City of Glasgow Liable for $5.78 Million
Award to a Barren County Sheriff Deputy

G
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https://www.wbko.com/2022/05/09/injured-barren-
county-deputy-awarded-over-5-million-by-jury/
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City of Glasgow Liable for $5.78 Million
Award to a Barren County Sheriff Deputy

Award
Jury found that Officer Greer was
negligent and that the City of
Glasgow was negligent for failing to
properly train him.
$435, 604 for past medical
expenses
$156,800 for lost wages
$1,342, 776 for future earning
capacity
$100,000 for future medical
expenses
$3,750,000 for pain and suffering
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II. Cause and Orign
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What 1s Social Inflation?

Social mflation 1s driven through
deep-seated societal attitudes
towards corporations and the legal
system, opposed to economic
inflation, which 1s driven by market
forces.
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Social Inflation Drivers

Recent trends towards a societal transformation
against corporations, insurance, government

[egal advertisements promoting large money
settlements/verdicts

Increase in 3" party litigation funding
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Growmg Disdam: Luigi Mangione
)




Growing Disdam: The Importance of Beliefs Over
Facts

“75% ofjury-ehgible respondents said they
would decide a case based on themr own
personal beliefs ofright or wrong ifthose

beliets conflicted with the law as
instructed by the judge.”
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Growing Disdam: The Importance of Beliefs Over
Facts

“57% ofrespondents said they would
ignore a judge’s mstructions to avoid
internet research on the case if they felt
that theycould learn somethmg important
from thatresearch.”
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Growing Disdam: The Importance of Beliefs Over
Facts

“52% said they would not take the time to
look at the jury instructions durmng
deliberations if they felt like they
understood the basic issues m the case.”
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Growing Disdam: The Importance of Beliefs Over
Facts

“75% would disregard the mstruction from
a judge to 1ignore mmadmissible testimony if
they felt the testimony was immportant.”
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YOU NEED MORE THAN
LUCK TO FIGHT AN
INSURANCE COMPANY.
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Third-Party Litigation Funding
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IMI. Diffusion
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What Can Local Governments Do To
Minimize Risk?

* Mamtain and
update policies

* Enforce polices

* Supervise and
tram employees
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What Can Defense Counsel Do To
Reduce the Risk of Nuclear Verdicts ?

K\,_ﬁ I. PromptCase Assessment
* II. Motion in Limme
T I Develop Counter-Anchors
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Research

 Jurorresearch

* Focus groups
* Mock trial
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Counter-Anchors
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