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I. Nuclear Verdicts



Miami Township Liable for $45 Million for Ohio Man's 
Wrongful Imprisonment (2022)

https://www.google.com/search?q=gilispie+45+million+lawsuit&sca_esv=77dc914585b7f4b2&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1162US1
162&udm=7&biw=1920&bih=911&sxsrf=AE3TifOvj18WZxqFQHBjqmE9j5WmQe8q6w%3A1762889168971&ei=0I0TadyGO56r
w8cPu6eL-
QI&ved=0ahUKEwjcrsf16eqQAxWe1fACHbvTIi8Q4dUDCBM&uact=5&oq=gilispie+45+million+lawsuit&gs_lp=EhZnd3Mtd2l6L
W1vZGVsZXNzLXZpZGVvIhtnaWxpc3BpZSA0NSBtaWxsaW9uIGxhd3N1aXQyCBAAGIAEGKIEMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYgAQYogQyB
RAAGO8FMgUQABjvBUjoHFAAWKcacAB4AJABAZgBzAKgAbkKqgEHMS44LjAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCB6AClQbCAgUQABiABMI
CBBAAGB7CAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBcICCBAAGKIEGIkFmAMAkgcDMS42oAetJLIHAzEuNrgHlQbCBwUwLjUuMsgHEQ&sclient=g
ws-wiz-modeless-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:b72483f1,vid:glsFTaSrAO4,s t:0

https://www.google.com/search?q=gilispie+45+million+lawsuit&sca_esv=77dc914585b7f4b2&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1162US1162&udm=7&biw=1920&bih=911&sxsrf=AE3TifOvj18WZxqFQHBjqmE9j5WmQe8q6w%3A1762889168971&ei=0I0TadyGO56rw8cPu6eL-QI&ved=0ahUKEwjcrsf16eqQAxWe1fACHbvTIi8Q4dUDCBM&uact=5&oq=gilispie+45+million+lawsuit&gs_lp=EhZnd3Mtd2l6LW1vZGVsZXNzLXZpZGVvIhtnaWxpc3BpZSA0NSBtaWxsaW9uIGxhd3N1aXQyCBAAGIAEGKIEMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYgAQYogQyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBUjoHFAAWKcacAB4AJABAZgBzAKgAbkKqgEHMS44LjAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCB6AClQbCAgUQABiABMICBBAAGB7CAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBcICCBAAGKIEGIkFmAMAkgcDMS42oAetJLIHAzEuNrgHlQbCBwUwLjUuMsgHEQ&sclient=gws-wiz-modeless-video#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:b72483f1,vid:glsFTaSrAO4,st:0
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Miami Township Liable for $45 Million for 
Ohio Man's Wrongful Imprisonment (2022)

Claims

42 U.S.C. 1983 claims against Detective 
Moore for suppression of exculpatory 
evidence and suggestive identification

Miami Township Liable

Detective Moore's  actions were found to 
have occurred in his  official capacity as  

an employee of Miami Township

Allegations  Agains t Detective  Moore
• Photo of Gillispie was larger and 

different background color
• Filler photos were of police officers  

with darker skin that could have 
been seen victims at police station

• Told the victims he had identified a 
potential suspect

• Pressured the victim that she 
needed to be 100% positive

• Failed to adequately record the 
identification process

• Told the victims that they selected 
the same individual, increasing 
confidence at trial

• Told victims that Gillispie may have 
changed his  appearance



Nuclear Verdict

A nuclear verdict 
is  a jury award 
that is  
exceptionally 
high, exceeding 
$10 million.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=143
6959931073927

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1436959931073927
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1436959931073927


National Trend
• In 2023 alone, over 27 

cases reached verdicts  
of over $100 million. 

• In 2024,the number of 
nuclear verdicts  rose to 
135, a 52% increase 
over 2023. 

• The total sum of the 
2024 verdicts  was $31.3 
billion, a 116% jump 
from 2023



Marathon Strategies , Corporate Verdicts  Go Thermonuclear, 2025 Edition

• Largest verdicts  were 
rendered in negligence and 
products  liability cases 

• 55 sectors  were affected by 
nuclear verdicts  in 2024, 
compared to only 48 in 2023

• 77 courts  rendered nuclear 
verdicts  against companies 

2024 Corporate  
Nuclear Verdic ts



FACTS

• Plaintiff terminated for filing an 
Affidavit on behalf of a friend 

• After termination, Plaintiff was 
arrested for Aggravated Perjury

• Plaintiff was in jail for a day and 
then released on bond

• Plaintiff sued City employees 
and City for retaliatory 
termination pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 1983

Texas Federal Jury Awards Former Police 
Captain $21.35M For Retaliatory Termination

Bevill v. City of Quitman  (2025)

HOLDING

The Court determined that the 
Mayor (a defendant) was the final 
policymaker for the City of Quitman 
regarding personnel decis ions, 
making the City liable for Plaintiff’s  
retaliatory termination. 

DAMAGES AWARD

The Court found that the jury’s  $18 
million compensatory and $3.35 
million punitive damages awards 
were supported by evidence, given 
the widespread public corruption 
and Plaintiff’s  loss  of career, 
reputation, and temporary freedom. 



2010 – 2015

Average  Pla intiff 
Verdic t 

$2, 364, 647

Kentucky Trend

2016 – 2020

Average  Pla intiff 
Verdic t 

$5, 089, 033

2021 – 2025

Average  Pla intiff 
Verdic t 

$7, 985, 650



2024 Kentucky Statistics

In 2024, Kentucky had 
two insurance cases  that 

resulted in nuclear 
verdicts  of a total award 

of $178, 082, 371

This  placed Kentucky as  
16th in the nation based 

on the summation of 
corporate nuclear verdict 

awards for the year



Kentucky Cases

2024
• Warner v. Midnight Recovery et al 

(Jefferson County)
 Verdict: $163, 973, 760 for plaintiff
• Baird v. CSX (Jefferson County)

 Verdict: $14, 182, 371 for plaintiff
• Qualls  v. The Lantern at Morning Pointe 

(Greenup County)
Verdict: $21, 942, 146 for plaintiff



Warner v. Midnight Recovery et al
Jefferson County, 2024

FACTS

• Defendant, tow-truck driver, rear-
ended the Plaintiff at a high speed

• The accident caused an injury to 
Plaintiff’s  C4-6 disc, resulting in her 
being quadriplegic

• Plaintiff a negligence suit against 
the two-truck driver, the employer, 
and GEICO, the employer’s  insurer

DAMAGES SOUGHT

• Plaintiff incurred medical bills  of 
$3,177,836

• Future medical bill estimate was 
$15, 497, 054

• Plaintiff sought $4,298,880 for 
permanent impairment 

• Plaintiff sought $30,000,000 for 
past pain and suffering 

• AND $111,000,000 for future pain 
and suffering



Warner v. Midnight Recovery et al

Jury Award: 
$ 163, 973, 760

The full measure of Plaintiff’s  damages were assessed 
jointly and severally against the driver, employer, and the 

insurer.



Baird v. CSX Transportation, Inc.
Jefferson County, 2024

FACTS

• Plaintiff was injured while 
performing maintenance work for 
CSX

• Plaintiff sued CSX for negligence 
claiming that there was an unsafe 
work environment

HOLDING
The court upheld the jury’s  finding 
that there was sufficient evidence to 
award the Plaintiff future medical 
damages

AWARD
$17 million less  Plaintiff’s  
comparative fault (new total = $14, 
182, 371) 



Qualls  v. The Lantern at Morning Pointe
Greenup County, 2024

FACTS
• Plaintiff was an elderly man living 

in a residential memory care 
facility (defendant)

• Plaintiff fell on numerous 
occasions throughout his  first 
week in the care facility. 

• He was tended to immediately 
after each fall, but not monitored 
afterwards

•  Plaintiff died of a herniated 
hematoma

• Sued defendant for negligence

Damages  Sought
• Pain and suffering for personal 

injury 
• Funeral bill of $14,146
• Lost wags of $168,000

AWARD
$21,942,146 ($16.6 million in punitive 
damages, $5.16 million for pain and 
suffering)



City of Glasgow Liable for $5.78 Million 
Award to a Barren County Sheriff Deputy

https://www.wbko.com/2022/05/09/injured-barren-
county-deputy-awarded-over-5-million-by-jury/
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City of Glasgow Liable for $5.78 Million 
Award to a Barren County Sheriff Deputy

Award
• Jury found that Officer Greer was 

negligent and that the City of 
Glasgow was negligent for failing to 
properly train him. 

• $435, 604 for past medical 
expenses

• $156,800 for lost wages
• $1,342, 776 for future earning 

capacity
• $100,000 for future medical 

expenses
• $3,750,000 for pain and suffering



II. Cause and Origin 



What is Social Inflation? 
Social inflation is  driven through 
deep-seated societal attitudes 
towards corporations and the legal 
system, opposed to economic 
inflation, which is  driven by market 
forces. 



Recent trends towards a societal transformation 
against corporations, insurance, government 

Social Inflation Drivers

Legal advertisements promoting large money 
settlements/verdicts

Increase in 3rd party litigation funding



Growing Disdain: Luigi Mangione



Growing Disdain: The Importance of Beliefs Over 
Facts

“75% of jury-eligible respondents  said they 
would decide a case based on their own 
personal beliefs  of right or wrong if those 

beliefs  conflicted with the law as 
instructed by the judge.” 

Sound Jury Consulting (2019)



Growing Disdain: The Importance of Beliefs Over 
Facts

“57% of respondents  said they would 
ignore a judge’s  instructions to avoid 

internet research on the case if they felt 
that they could learn something important 

from that research.”



Growing Disdain: The Importance of Beliefs Over 
Facts

“52% said they would not take the time to 
look at the jury instructions during 
deliberations if they felt like they 

understood the basic issues in the case.”



Growing Disdain: The Importance of Beliefs Over 
Facts

“75% would disregard the instruction from 
a judge to ignore inadmissible testimony if 

they felt the testimony was important.”



Legal Advertisements



Third-Party Litigation Funding



III. Diffusion



What Can Local Governments Do To 
Minimize Risk?

• Maintain and 
update policies  

• Enforce polices
• Supervise and 

train employees



What Can Defense Counsel Do To 
Reduce the Risk of Nuclear Verdicts?

I. Prompt Case Assessment
II. Motion in Limine
III. Develop Counter-Anchors



Research

• Juror research
• Focus groups
• Mock trial



Counter-Anchors
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